Keynote Address

Paul Bannick, The Owl and the Woodpecker
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Paul Bannick is excellent for people who are not even birders, as well as for expert birders. Paul's work can be found in bird guides from Audubon, The Smithsonian, Stokes, The National Wildlife Federation, and in the Handbook of the Birds of the World.  His work has been featured in a variety of publications from Audubon, Sunset, Birds and Blooms, Pacific Northwest (two cover stories), Seattle Times, Alaska Air Magazine, and in many other books, magazines, parks, refuges, and other outlets in North America and Europe.  He has appeared on dozens of NPR stations and programs, including Travels with Rick Steves and BirdNote. 

Paul is a wildlife photographer specializing in the natural history of North America with a focus on birds and habitat.  Coupling his love of the outdoors with his skill as a photographer, he creates images that foster the intimacy between viewer and subject, inspiring education and conservation.

Paul's first book, The Owl and the Woodpecker, published by The Mountaineers Books in October of 2008, continues to be one of the best-selling bird books in North America, and was a finalist for the Washington State Book Award for general non-fiction.  National Public Radio’s blog recommended The Owl and the Woodpecker as one of the top five photography books of 2009. The University of Washington’s Burke Museum created a traveling exhibit based on The Owl and the Woodpecker, which began touring North American cities in March of 2011 (more information here). Through Paul’s intimate and beautiful photos, the exhibit explores the diversity of these two bird families and the fascinating ways their life histories are intertwined with one another and with their environment. 

After graduating from the University of Washington, Paul worked successfully for 15 years in the computer software industry beginning as one of the original 75 employees of the Aldus Corporation. He later served as a Director for Adobe Systems, and also worked as a senior manager at Microsoft.  Wishing to combine his passion for wilderness conservation with his career, Paul turned his attention to non-profit work and currently serves as the Director of Development for Conservation Northwest, an organization dedicated to protecting and connecting wild areas from the Pacific Coast to the Canadian Rockies.
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Speech

The Owl and the Woodpecker

Every wild place and urban area in North America hosts an owl or a woodpecker species, while healthy natural places often boast representatives of both.  The diversity of these two families of birds, and the ways in which they define and enrich the ecosystems they inhabit, are the subject of this presentation by photographer and naturalist Paul Bannick.

This presentation based on The Owl and the Woodpecker showcases a sense of these birds’ natural rhythms, as well as the integral spirit of our wild places.  Based on thousands of hours in the field photographing these fascinating and wily birds, Bannick evokes all 41 North American species of owls and woodpeckers, across 11 key habitats.  By revealing the impact of two of our most iconic birds, Bannick has created a wholly unique approach to birding and conservation.

Paul’s presentation on owls and woodpeckers take audiences on a visual and auditory exploration of habitats of North America through the owls and woodpeckers that most define and enrich these places.  This photographic field report celebrates the ways the lives of these two iconic birds are intertwined with one another and their role as keystone and indicator species for their environment.  You will be immersed in the sights and sounds of forest, grassland, arctic, and desert, and in the entertaining and informative details of Paul’s narrative.  The hidden life of these birds is obvious for those who know how to find it.  Paul knows how to find it, and how to bring it to life for his audiences through photos, sound, and story. 

